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Centro Hispano nonprofit accused of 
inaccurate, delinquent financial reporting 


Annysa Johnson Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


A longtime Milwaukee nonprofit, 
which has operated Head Start pro- 
grams for children for more than 50 
years, has lost its federal funding be- 
cause of alleged financial mismanage- 
ment. 

The Council for Spanish Speaking, 
also known as Centro Hispano, has re- 
linquished its contract and $5.9 million 
in federal grants rather than face termi- 
nation by the Administration for Chil- 
dren & Families, which oversees Head 


Start, according to documents reviewed 
by the Journal Sentinel. 

Those grants are Centro Hispano’s 
primary source of revenue. And their 
loss could effectively cripple Wiscon- 
sin’s oldest Latino nonprofit, which op- 
erates a number of programs — from 
housing for the elderly and disabled to 
bilingual immigration services, and the 
state’s largest dual-language and bilin- 
gual Head Start program. 

If Centro Hispano were to fold, “this 
would be a critical loss for the commu- 
nity,” said Nicole Angresano, vice presi- 
dent for community impact for United 


JSOnline.com 


ency loses Head 


WISCONSIN 


Way of Greater Milwaukee and Wauke- 
sha County, which provides about 
$46,000 annually for the nonprofit’s bi- 
lingual immigration services program. 
“The Council for the Spanish Speak- 
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Start funds 


Centro Hispano at 
614 W. National 
Ave, which has 
operated Head 
Start programs for 
nearly 50 years, 
has lost its federal 
funding because 
of alleged financial 
mismanagement. 
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ing provides critical services, particu- 
larly on the south side,” she said. “They 
reach many clients who have been 
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Defensive coordinator Jim Leonhard is shown during Wisconsin's training camp practice in July at Camp 
Randall Stadium in Madison. MARK HOFFMAN / MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL 


Former walk-on safety has molded Badgers 
into No. 1 defense that’s gunning for a title 


Gary D’Amato 


Columnist 


time.” 


Leonhard, 35, the Badgers’ defensive coor- 


Award: Chryst is 
Big Ten coach of 
the year. Sports, 1B 


Ready to go: Three 
defenders are 


Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WIS. 


MADISON - From his desk in the football 
offices atop Camp Randall Stadium, Jim Leon- 
hard can look down on the field and reminisce 
about those autumn Saturdays when he wore 
cardinal and white and ball-hawked his way 
into University of Wisconsin lore. 

He rarely does. 

“This place means a lot to me,” he says, “but 
it’s not one of those things when I’m staring at 
the field, thinking about those days all the 


dinator, is too busy preparing for the next chal- 
lenge — this week it’s Ohio State and the Big 
Ten championship game — to wax nostalgic 
about his rise from small-town walk-on to All- 
American to 10-year NFL career, or about his 
meteoric rise through the coaching ranks. 

Like Leonhard with the ball in his hands, it’s 
gone by in a flash. 

In 2015 he was out of football, in 2016 he was 
Wisconsin's new defensive backs coach and in 
2017 he’s coordinating the nation’s No. 1 de- 
fense and is one of five finalists for the Frank 
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healthy after miss- 
ing 2016 title game. 
Sports. 2B 


BIG TEN 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


Wisconsin vs. 
Ohio State: 

7 p.m. Saturday in 
Indianapolis 


TV: Fox 
Radio: AM-920 


Lawyer 
backing 
looser 
rules gets 
DNR post 


Curtis authored report 
supporting metals mining 


Lee Bergquist 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


In a break from past practice, the De- 
partment of Natural Resources has gone 
outside of the agency to hire a new chief 
legal counsel by tapping a lawyer froma 
conservative public interest litigation 
group. 

Gov. Scott Walker has appointed Jake 
Curtis to manage legal affairs for an 
agency that oversees fish and game 
laws, regulates air and water regula- 
tions and deals with other legal issues 
ranging from management of public 
lands to the cleanup of polluted indus- 
trial sites. 

The appointment marks the first 
time the DNR has hired someone from 
outside the department to manage legal 
matters and is the latest sign of the 
growing politicization of the agency. 

Curtis, of Grafton, previously worked 
for the Milwaukee-based Wisconsin In- 
stitute for Law & Liberty and its Center 
for Competitive Federalism and has an 
extensive background in politics, in- 
cluding serving as a Wisconsin adviser 
to Texas Sen. Ted Cruz’s presidential 
campaign. 

At its launch in the summer of 2016, 
representatives indicated that the Cen- 
ter for Competitive Federalism planned 
to use the courts and write reports on 
what the organization sees as over- 
reaching powers by the federal govern- 
ment on states. 

As associate counsel at the center, 
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Pokémon Go lawsuit 


Milwaukee County may pay $83,000 to 
settle a suit on Pokémon Go restrictions. 3A 


The Lokal 


Retail buildings will be built on the 
former Steinhafels store site. 10A 


Weather 


High 49° X Low 32° 
Sunny. Forecast, 4C 
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r > Elliott's ACE 


ELM GROVE e WEST ALLIS 
PEWAUKEE e MUSKEGO Sale Ends December 3, 2017 


www.elliottace.com 


See Store For Details 


